CHAPTER IV
THE opening month of 1916 found the Allies at bay
against the Central Powers. General von Falkenhayn,
Chief of the German General Staff, reviewed the situation
to date and came to the conclusion, in his report to the
Kaiser, that final victory could not be achieved by an
offensive against Russia, Britain or Italy. He urged a
huge offensive against France around Verdun, which was
passed by the Kaiser, and recruits of the 1916 class were
thrown against the French in a suicidal attempt to smash
their resistance. Germany's effort was tremendous. Holding
the Russians from Riga across to the Pripet marshes,
maintaining a show of force in the Balkans and supporting
the forces of the Dual Monarchy on every front, she yet
was able to bring to the Western Front nearly 3,000,000
effectives supported by enormous artillery resources. While
intending to launch a real offensive against Verdun and
the Belfort gap, the German army opened what appeared
to be a mass attack on the longer British line. Falkenhayn
returned to old-fashioned artillery methods. He placed
his light pieces practically side by side, hoping to blast
his way through the British and, later, the French. Conse-
quently, every available man was required by the German
army in the West.
Having reported to the Foreign Office in Berlin, where
he had arrived on 8 January 1916, Captain Franz von
Papen, after short leave, became Rittmeister1 in the First
Guards Uhlan Regiment, and by the nature which the war
had now come to assume, dashing cavalry tactics being a
little out of place in the muddy trenches of Flanders, he
was seconded to the 4th Prussian Foot Guards Division
as an additional battalion commander.
1 Captain of Horse.